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      RYLEIGH HERNANDO receives KAPAIA  FOUNDATION  SCHOLARSHIP  
 

Kapaia Foundation Board of Directors presenting Ryleigh her scholarship award L-R: Nina Monasevitch, 

Kimo St. John, Rolly Hernando, Ryleigh Hernando, JoMarie Hernando, David Monasevitch 

 

mailto:kapaiafoundation@gmail.com
mailto:savekapaiaswingingbridge@yahoo.com


Lihu’e, HI July 9, 2021   Kapaia Foundation is pleased to announce the selection of 

Kauai High School senior graduate, Ryleigh Hernando, as recipient of its 2021 

scholarship award. At Kauai High School, Ryleigh was an active member and leader of 

the Key Club, serving as president in her senior year of service to the community. 

Through her active participation in Key Club, Ryleigh participated in volunteering by 

assisting with Salvation Army Christmas Bell Ringing, Boys & Girls Club, King 

Kaumuali’i and Wilcox School’s A+ Program, Annual Earth Day and Kaua’i Hospice’s 

Concert in the Sky. In addition to Key Club, Ryleigh was a member of the Japanese 

Club, Hui Ho’okipa, Academy of Hospitality and Tourism, Kauai High School Band, 

National Honor Society and Filipino Club.  

As her ancestors, who traveled many miles from the Philippines to Hawaii, Ryleigh 

will travel many miles from Hawaii to Japan to further her education at Ritsumeikan 

Asia Pacific University. She hopes to interact with many cultures of the world, 

learning the fundamentals of business and return home with that knowledge to 

assist her community. Kapaia Foundation is proud of Ryleigh’s accomplishments and 

hopes the $1000 scholarship award will help her in her quest for success in life.  

 

The Kapaia Foundation Scholarship was created to recognize the dreams of sugar 

plantation era immigrants for the success of their descendants. Ryleigh’s great 

grandparents and grandparents immigrated to Hawaii from the Philippines, working 

for Lihue Plantation Company and Koloa Sugar Mill respectively. In addition, they 

worked many other jobs throughout their life on Kaua’i, including Grey Line Tours, 

Tip Top Restaurant, Smith’s Tropical Paradise, Grove Farm Company, Kaua’i 

Pineapple Company, Koloa Elementary School and Kaua’i Stores. Ryleigh’s family 

truly represents the backbone of our island’s economic success.   

Ryleigh Hernando’s Scholarship Essay is attached at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 

 



                      Koinobori Kaua’i 2021 
It started in 2012 as a way to bring attention to save the Kapaia Swinging Bridge, 

which was falling apart and closed in 2006 with no plans for repair. Today, with 

community determination and perseverance, the Kapaia Swinging Bridge is rebuilt 

and enjoyed daily by locals and tourists. It is sought out as a unique historical 

structure nestled above a gently running stream in a lush valley.    For 31 days in April 

and May, Kapaia Valley greets guests with hundreds of koi windsocks flying 

throughout the neighborhood. Kapaia Foundation promotes the local tradition 

brought to Hawaii by Japanese immigrants to celebrate the joy of our precious 

children. Like our forefathers, the koi fish, swimming courageously upstream, is strong 

and determined, demonstrating traits we desire for ourselves and our children.  

.  

Mahalo to Kaua’i Koinobori 2021 Koi Raisers!!!!!!!!!     L-R: Mia Goo, Mami Wyckoff, 

Front L-R: Titus Goo, Hali’a Foster, Uluwehi Foster,               Olena Foster, Lia Foster 

                   Ezra Goo, Minami Wyckoff, Ippo Wyckoff, 

                   Mami Wyckoff 

Back L-R: Roy Goo, Kelly Foster, Olena Foster, Lia 

                 Foster, Russell Nonaka, Kimo St. John 



 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Ryleigh Hernando, Kauai High  

                                                                                           School Class of 2021 

Benefactor members Bob & Michielle 

Looser visiting from Longmont, CO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Mason & Tamra Moriguchi                                          Steve Fujii w/ sponsor koi for his 

w/ Baby Niko                                                                  parents Tsutomu & Fusayo Fujii 

                                                                                          who lived in Kapaia from 1935-1969                                                                                          

                                                                                             



 

                                    Mahalo to Koinobori Kaua’i 2021 Sponsors  
Patrick & Joanne Ahana                            $ 50 

Delia Akaji                                                       50 Kauai Historical Society 

Lauren N. Bundschuh                                 100 In Loving Memory of Dr. George A. Kanna from the  

                                                                               Bundschuh’s; In Loving Memory of Dr. Stanwood 

                                                                                Kanna from the Bundschuh’s                                

David & Marcia Chance                              120 Ava Fox, Addy Fox, Cooper Hilts, Kendry Hilts,     

                                                                                Nora Hilts, Solvei W.   

Stephen & Sylvia Fujii                                    50 In Memory of Tsutomu & Fusayo Fujii. Residence of 

                                                                                Kapaia 1935-1969                                                             

Myra Inouye                                                   50  In Memory of Myra Inouye 

Island Love                                                      20  John 3:16 

Emma Kuribayashi                                         20  Love from Mom & Dad                        

Janice Lillie                                                    100  Grandpa & Grandma Yotaro & Yoshi Inagaki 

                                                                                Mom & Dad Jack & Mae Doi                                                                                                

Bob & Michielle Looser                                       Benefactor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Allen Mizuno                                                   50  

Laraine Moriguchi                                               Benefactor 

Christine Nonaka                                          100 In Memory of Isami Sakai, Kimiko Sakai 

Silvery Moon                                                   50 In Remembrance of Herbert & Satoko Ishii 

The Ogles                                                         50 Daniel Nieland & Jana Ogle 

Candace Tabuchi                                            40 Sami Tabuchi; ‘Aekai Hull 

2021 Takemoto Family                                  60  In Memory of the Takemoto Family of Kapaia Valley 

George & Rie Tsukamoto                              50 In memory of Eitaro & Yasu Tsukamoto from  

                                                                                Tsukamoto Ohana                                                           
 

Mahalo to Koinobori Kaua’i 2021 Partners 
County of Kaua’i 

Garden Island Mortuary 

Roy & Mia Goo, Mia A. Goo Trust 

Grove Farm Company 

Kauai Historical Society 

John & Jolene Ogle 

SIGN ART 

Summer’s Realty 

Kapaia Foundation members & friends                                                                              

 



 
                   

Mahalo to all Kapaia Foundation Members and Supporters  

Current Members 
 

  Contributor                                                                          Sponsor                            

Bill & Mary Bran                                                            Malcolm & Rose Doi 

Marj Dente                                                                    Stephen Fujii 

Mia & Roy Goo                                                             Calvin & Arleen Fujita 

Roxann Luttner                                                             Myra Inouye 

Cindra Manera                                                             Janice Lillie 

David & Nina Monasevitch                                           Allen Mizuno 

Mason & Tamra Moriguchi                                           Glenn Mizuno 

Corlis Moritsugu                                                           Randal &Debbie Ihara Valenciano                                                                                                                    

Kimo St. John                                                                 (In Memory of Muneo & Hatsuko Ihara, 

Helen W. Smith                                                               my paternal grandparents who were 

George & Rie Tsukamoto                                                proprietors of Ihara Store in Kapaia) 

JoAnn Yukimura                                                           Marisa Valenciano                                                           
                                                                                                        (In Memory of Grandpa Richard Ihara,  

                                                                                                         born & raised in Kapaia)                                          

                                                                                   Doreen Wataya 

                                                                                      Donna Yano                                                                       

                                                                                                

                                                             Benefactor  

  Bob & Michielle Looser                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                      Laraine Moriguchi 

 

One Time Gift  

                                                 Patrick & Joanne Ahana   $   50 

                                                 County of Kaua’i (Grant)    1000 

                                                 Janil Ke                                100 

                                                 Lynne Machado                     32                                                    

                                                 Gary& Flo Motoyama           100 

                                              Ray & Mariko Motoyama        50 

                                              SIGN ART                           1495 

                                                 Candace Tabuchi                   25 

                                                 April Will                                 50 

                                                 Anonymous                          120 

 

 



Your membership makes our organization stronger. The stronger we are, the 

more we can do! Your support is appreciated. Membership is free. Just fill out and 

return the membership form.  

Membership...Includes public support listing, email announcements and open invitation to all meetings, events and 

activities.  Benefactor membership...includes all of the above benefits, plus donor recognition at every opportunity (unless donor 

advises otherwise). 

 Kapaia Foundation membership is open to anyone wishing to support the intent and purpose of  Kapaia  Foundation.    Kapaia 

Foundation is a purely voluntary association whose primary source of funding is through donations and grants.  Kapaia 

Foundation does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religious affiliation, handicap, national origin, or other  

personal  factor. 

(PDF printable file attached) 

YES! I would like to preserve and promote the rich history of Kapaia Valley. 

__________________________________ 

Name 

__________________________________ 

Address 

__________________________________ 

City                                     State                     Zip 

__________________________________ 

Phone 

__________________________________ 

E-mail 

_____  Contributor Lifetime  $0 - $99/yr donation 

_____  Sponsor  Membership    $100-499/yr donation 

_____  Sustainer  Membership  $500-999/yr donation 

_____ Benefactor Membership $1000+/yr donation 

_____One time gift donation   

$_______________ 

Kapaia Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit association. Your donation is tax deductible. 

Print above, fill and mail with check payable to:  

Kapaia Foundation 

Address: 4453 Laukini Rd.  Lihue, HI 96766



 


